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P r o j e c t 
p r o f i l e

Our experience in working with MFRI began with the site selection and design of 
a Regional Training Facility in Somerset County. We quickly learned that the site 
had extensive areas of wetlands, which required careful site design and location of 
the facility’s buildings. For example, it was crucial that the access roads and the ! re 
evolution areas avoided the wetlands areas. We were able to design a campus which 
adapted to these undesirable land conditions.  For this project, the scope of our 
work included programming, design, and construction administration, resulting in 
a new 5,300 square foot instructional/o"  ce building, and a 2,000 square foot “Class 
A” structural burn building which accommodated to the constraints of the site. 

# e facility features a $ ammable liquids burn pit and ! re extinguisher training pad, 
which were out! tted with propane burn module simulators.  A dra% ing tank and 
an automobile extrication area were also included in the complex. A holding pond 
was developed for the purpose of drawing water for site use in the training exercises.  
Detailed consideration was provided for the design of the grades to allow the water 
used in the ! re training evolutions to be recycled by means of draining back to the 
holding pond. Two separate water systems were provided, a potable water system, 
and a non-potable system, which was 
used for the evolution areas as well as 
for the sprinkler system in the instruc-
tional/o"  ce building.

M a r y l a n d  F i r e  a n d  R e s c u e  I n s t i t u t e , 
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